
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have all had a wonderful week. It has been another great week in school! We had a 
wonderful year 1 class assembly and even an (educational) visit from the police. I have also 
noticed a marked improvement in attendance which is fantastic – thank you for bringing your 
children into school every day. It is so important. The weather is due to become colder next 
week so please make sure children are wearing jumpers and coats to school. Also, don’t forget 
that we are celebrating Children In Need on Monday 17th this year (details below). Please read 
on for this week’s round up of key information.  
 
Assessment week 
 
Over the next two weeks, children from year 1 to year 6 will be completing assessments in 
reading, writing, maths and spelling/grammar. These tests allow the teachers to see what has 
been learned and retained so they can adapt their lesson planning to ensure that any concepts 
that need reteaching can be done so strategically. These tests are taken by all children across 
the Keys Trust.  
 
Parent Survey Update 
 
During the last academic year (Autumn 2024), the Keys Trust conducted a parent survey to 
gather your views about Thorpe Primary Academy. The team created an action plan based on 
your feedback and you can see some of the changes that were made based on this below. 
Soon, the Autumn 2025 parent survey will be going live – please look out for this in the next few 
weeks.  
 

You said… We did… 
It can be difficult to attend 
school events.  

We developed parent planners for each year group that mapped 
out key events. These were regularly updated and resent through 
the year to keep parents informed of future events.  
 
This is something we are keen to get going again this year. Now 
that we have a full office team in place, you can expect to see this 
in action for the spring term.  

You wanted further clarity 
around the role of Keys 
Trust in our school. 

We added Keys Trust news to our newsletter when we had updates 
to share. This will continue to happen this year as information from 
the Keys Trust is shared.  

You wanted to know that 
your feedback to the school 
has impact. 

We have sent Microsoft forms to gain your opinions and shape our 
next steps. For example, we introduced new reading challenges 
and parents completed a questionnaire at the end of the year. 
From that feedback we changed home reading for KS1 children 
who now have reading records. This year, you are able to share 
positive feedback via the Parent Shout Out link in the weekly 
newsletter. I am also keen to look into how we can further gather 
parent feedback and share the impact that this has with you.  

You would like more 
information to support your 
child’s homework.  

We have begun the process of improving the school website and 
use of Seesaw, to ensure parents have information to support 
them; this is a work in progress. We have introduced an 
afterschool homework club. 
 



This year, I will be reviewing the homework policy with a view to 
further supporting parents with the content that children are 
learning.    

 
Reception & Year 2 Nativity 
 
We would love for you and your families to join us for the upcoming nativities (dates below). 
Letters have gone out to classes with a link to booking tickets and information explaining the 
timings. 
 
Reception – book tickets here: Reception 'Our first Nativity' Performance 

• Monday 8th December at 14.00 in the large hall. 
• Tuesday 9th December at 09.30 in the large hall. 

 
Year 2 – book tickets here: Year 2 Nativity Performance 'It's a Miracle'  

• Thursday 11th December 14.00 in the large hall.  
• Friday 12th December at 09:30 in the large hall. 
 

Reminders: 

Panto 

We are very pleased to again be offering children an opportunity to see the pantomime at The 
Cresset. This is not a class visit, but a trip open to any child in KS1 and KS2 (Years 1 - 6). This 
year the performance will be Beauty and the Beast. The children will be going to see the 
performance on Monday 15th December 2025. The performance will take place in the 
morning and is expected to last for approximately 2 hours. Children will be back for lunch. The 
total cost of this visit will be £16 per child. If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals, we are 
offering a 50% discount of the price which makes the cost £8 per child. Payments and 
permission must be made on ParentPay. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/3S1CmSkacS
https://forms.office.com/e/jscJVGJhUi


Children In Need 

This year we will be supporting Children In Need on Monday 17th November (the national 
event takes place on Friday 14th November, but we are doing it on the following Monday). We are 
inviting children to wear yellow or spots and give a small cash donation. 

 



Reception Tours for Prospective Parents 
 
These will take place on Thursday 20th November at 8:45 am and Thursday 11th December at 
8:45 am 
 
Parent Shout Outs 
 
If your child’s teacher or another member of staff has gone above and beyond, I would love to 
hear from you. Please click here: https://forms.office.com/e/6r5w1yxP8F  

 
 

 
All the best and have a wonderful weekend,  
 
Mr J Parkhouse 
Headteacher 

https://forms.office.com/e/6r5w1yxP8F

