
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have had a great week. Please read on for this week’s round up of information and 
reminders - and some more examples of our children’s great work. Please also don’t forget to 
fill out our parent survey. Your views and opinions are really important to me and I look forward 
to hearing your thoughts and acting on your feedback. It closes on Tuesday 9th December. 
Please click on the link here: https://edurio.com/teacher/poll/fV8GtS  
 
 
Nut Free School 
 
Being a nut-free school is very important for the safety of children who have nut allergies, which 
can sometimes cause serious or even life-threatening reactions. To keep everyone safe, we ask 
that children do not bring in nuts or products containing nuts, such as chocolate spread, as 
these can accidentally trigger allergic reactions. Even a tiny number of nuts can be dangerous 
for some children, so avoiding these foods helps create a safe and inclusive environment where 
all students can learn and play without worry. From next week, if your child has brought in food 
that contains nuts, you will likely find a friendly reminder note in their lunch box that looks like 
this: 
 

 
 
Attendance 
 
We have updated our attendance policy which you can find here: 
https://www.thorpeprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=59  
 
We are having a big push on attendance this year. Our school target is 95%. I wanted to draw 
your attention to key sections of our policy that relate to parents directly: 
 

5.5 Thorpe Primary Academy requests that parents: 
   

a. Ask the Academy for help if their child is experiencing difficulties with any aspect of their 
schoolwork or home and family life so that support can be offered at the earliest 
opportunity.  

b. Take a positive interest in their child’s work and educational progress.  
c. Ensure their child has regular attendance at the Academy.  
d. Instil the value of education and regular Academy attendance within the home 

environment.  
e. Contact the Academy each day their child is absent to let them know the reason why 

and the expected date of return.    
f. Avoid unnecessary absences; for example, by making medical and dental appointments 

for outside of Academy hours.  
g. Inform the Academy of any change in circumstances that may impact on their child’s 

attendance.  

https://edurio.com/teacher/poll/fV8GtS
https://www.thorpeprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=59


h. Support the Academy by becoming involved in their child’s education, forming a 
positive relationship with the Academy, and acknowledging the importance of children 
receiving the same messages from both the Academy and home.  

i. Maintain effective routines at home to support good attendance.   
j. Attend all meetings requested to discuss attendance issues.  

 
 
Performing Arts Club 
 
From Miss Murray: 
 
Our Performing Arts Club is full of energy and amazing acting moments! The children have been 
practising their drama skills and building confidence together. We’re enjoying it all so much 
that, starting next week, we’re extending the club until 4:30 - even more time for creativity! It’s a 
fantastic club to be part of… come and join the fun!  
 

  

  
 
Stay & Read Sessions 
 
A message from Mrs Catley: 
 
We would like to invite you to come and join us for a Christmas read with a very special visitor. 
Families and children can join us in the large hall on: 
 

• Wednesday 3rd December at 3:30-3:50pm – Reception & Nursery only 
• Thursday 4th December at 3:30-3:50pm – Year 2 only 
• Friday 5th December at 2:40-3pm – Year 1 only 

 



Reading together every day from an early age allows families to bond, explore different books, 
authors and allow children’s imagination to flourish. Older siblings are also welcome to attend 
with the family and there will be hot chocolate provided.  
 
As a reminder please do try to read with your child at least 5 times a week and Reception 
parents should record it in your child’s reading record. Look out for further opportunities 
coming in the new year for you to visit the school library and read with your child in there after 
school.  
 
There is no need to book for this event, please just arrive at our school office for the event and 
we look forward to seeing you.    
 
 
Year 3 Writing 
 
Year 3 went to visit Flag Fen recently and have been writing recounts of their trip – here are 
some examples of this writing from Rabin, Yahra, Eshan, Hania and Eliana. It sounds like it was 
a great day of fun and learning about the past.  
 

 



 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 3 Design and Technology 
 
Year 3 have recently completed their DT unit where they made picture frames from a range of 
different resources. Here are some of their colourful designs. 
 

   

   

    
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Year 2 Writing 
 
Here are some more examples from the following children from year 2 who wrote about their 
trip to the local church (that I forgot to include last week). Thank you Ahyan and Luana. 
 
 

 
 

 



Key Dates Coming Up: 
 
With 4 weeks to go until the end of the term (can you believe how quickly this term has gone?), 
please see some key dates for upcoming events: 
 

Date Event 
Wednesday 3rd December at 3:30-3:50pm  Stay and read – Reception and Nursery only 
Thursday 4th December at 3:30-3:50pm Stay and read – Year 2 only 
Friday 5th December at 2:40-3pm Stay and read – Year 1 only  
Monday 8th December Reception Nativity 14.00  
Tuesday 9th December  Reception Nativity 09.30  
Thursday 11th December Year 2 Nativity 14.00  
Thursday 11th December Flu Vaccinations (2nd Session) 
Friday 12th December  Year 2 Nativity 09.30  
Monday 15th December  Panto (details below) 
Wednesday 17th December  Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch 
Thursday 18th December  Last day of term for children – 13.00 finish  
Friday 19th December School closed to children 
Monday 5th January  School closed to children 
Tuesday 6th January  Children return to school  

 
 
Reminders: 
 
Reception & Year 2 Nativity 
 
We would love for you and your families to join us for the upcoming nativities (dates below). 
Letters have gone out to classes with a link to booking tickets and information explaining the 
timings. 
 
Reception – book tickets here: Reception 'Our first Nativity' Performance 

• Monday 8th December at 14.00 in the large hall. 
• Tuesday 9th December at 09.30 in the large hall. 

 
Year 2 – book tickets here: Year 2 Nativity Performance 'It's a Miracle'  

• Thursday 11th December 14.00 in the large hall.  
• Friday 12th December at 09:30 in the large hall. 

 

Panto 

We are very pleased to again be offering children an opportunity to see the pantomime at The 
Cresset. This is not a class visit, but a trip open to any child in KS1 and KS2 (Years 1 - 6). This 
year the performance will be Beauty and the Beast. The children will be going to see the 
performance on Monday 15th December 2025. The performance will take place in the 
morning and is expected to last for approximately 2 hours. Children will be back for lunch. The 
total cost of this visit will be £16 per child. If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals, we are 
offering a 50% discount of the price which makes the cost £8 per child. Payments and 
permission must be made on ParentPay. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/3S1CmSkacS
https://forms.office.com/e/jscJVGJhUi


Reception Tours for Prospective Parents 
 
These will take place on Thursday 11th December at 8:45 am 
 
Parent Shout Outs 
 
If your child’s teacher or another member of staff has gone above and beyond, I would love to 
hear from you. Please click here: https://forms.office.com/e/6r5w1yxP8F  

 
 

 
All the best and have a wonderful weekend,  
 
Mr J Parkhouse 
Headteacher 

https://forms.office.com/e/6r5w1yxP8F

