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Year 3 Addition and Subtraction 

Objectives Key Skills 

¶ Add and subtract numbers mentally 

- 3 digit number and 1s 
- 3 digit number and 10s 
- 3 digit number and 100s 

¶ Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits using 

formal written methods of  columnar addition and 
subtraction.  

¶ Estimate the answer to a calculation and use 

inverse operations to check the answers 

¶ Solve problems including, missing number 

problems, using number facts, place value, and 
more     complex addition and subtraction 

  

Addition 
¶ Read and write numbers to 1000 in numerals and words.  

¶ Add 2-digit numbers mentally, incl. those exceeding 100.  

¶ Add a three-digit number and ones mentally (175 + 8)  

¶ Add a three-digit number and tens mentally (249 + 50)  

¶ Add a three-digit number and hundreds mentally (381 + 400)  

¶ Estimate answers to calculations, using inverse to check answers.  

¶ Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place 

value, and more complex addition.  

¶ Recognise place value of each digit in 3-digit numbers (hundreds, tens, ones.)  

¶ Continue to practise a wide range of mental addition strategies, ie. number bonds, 

adding the nearest multiple of 10, 100, 100 and adjusting, using near doubles, 
partitioning and recombining.  

 
Subtraction 

¶ Subtract mentally a: 3-digit number and ones, 3-digit number and tens, 3-digit 

number and hundreds .  

¶ Estimate answers and use inverse operations to check.  

¶ Solve problems, including missing number problems.  

¶ Find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number.  

¶ Recognise the place value of each digit in a 3-digit number .  

¶ Counting up differences as a mental strategy when numbers are close together or 

near multiples of 10 (see examples above)  

¶ Read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and words.  

¶ Practise mental subtraction strategies, such as subtracting near multiples of 10 and 

adjusting 

Vocabulary 

Addition 
add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal 
to, equals, double, most, count on, number line, sum, 
tens, units, partition, plus, addition, column, tens 
boundary, hundreds boundary, increase, vertical, 
ócarryó, expanded, compact  
 
Subtraction 
equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, 
leaves, distance between, how many more, how 
many fewer / less than, most, least, count back , how 
many left, how much less is_? difference, count on, 
strategy, partition, tens, units exchange, decrease, 
hundreds, value, digit  
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Year 3 

Year 3 Addition 

 Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

Understanding 
100s 

Understand the cardinality of 100, and the 
link with 10 tens.  
 
Use cubes to place into groups of 10 tens.  
 

 

Unitise 100 and count in steps of 100. 
 

 

Represent steps of 100 on a number line 
and a number track and count up to 1,000 
and back to 0. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Understanding 
place value to 
1,000 

Unitise 100s, 10s and 1s to build 3-digit 
numbers. 
 

 

Use equipment to represent numbers to 
1,000. 
 
 

 
Use a place value grid to support the 
structure of numbers to 1,000. 
 
Place value counters are used alongside 
other equipment. Children should 
understand how each counter represents a 
different unitised amount. 
 

Represent the parts of numbers to 1,000 
using a part-whole model. 
 

 
 
215 = 200 + 10 + 5 
 
Recognise numbers to 1,000 represented 
on a number line, including those between 
intervals. 
 
 


